
Dear RGNA Neighbors:
 
Please join us for a discussion with Allentown Parks Department arborists  
followed by a private tour of the Allentown Masonic Temple on March 22,  
at 7:00 p.m., at the Masonic Temple, 1524 W. Linden Street.

Reforestation of the RGNA Neighborhood 

The focus of the discussion will be trees and the reforestation of the RGNA  
neighborhood. The October snow storm had a devastating effect on the
100-year-old trees that line our streets. We need to consider action steps  
to preserve the vision of the early residents who planned and developed  
our beautiful neighborhood.

Speakers will include City Arborist Rick Howells and Park Maintenance  
Supervisor Rick Holtzman. We also hope to have a representative from 
TreeVitalize, a program with the goal of planting 1,000,000 trees in Penn-
sylvania, and a representative from PPL to provide information and answer 
questions about planting trees near and under power lines.

Private Tour of the Allentown Masonic Temple

The Architecture and History Committee invites you to a private tour  
of the Masonic Temple following the discussion on trees. The Masonic 
Temple was built in 1923 and was placed on the National Registry of  
Historic Places, No. 104222, on May 5, 2004, as an excellent example  
of Neo-Classical Revival architecture. The key elements for its historic  
consideration are architecture and interior decoration.

Among its outstanding characteristics are six meeting halls, each in a dif-
ferent architectural style: Egyptian, Doric, Gothic, Renaissance (French and 
Italian), and Romanesque. There are also three pipe organs in the building. 
The tour will emphasize the elements of these various styles, as well as the 
Masonic symbols that are included in the decoration. In 2010 the Masonic 
Temple was part of a project, sponsored by the Library of Congress, docu-
menting historic buildings.

Why plant a tree? Once, while the sage, Honi, was walking along a road,  
he saw an old man planting a carob tree. Honi asked him, “How many years  
will it take for this tree to give forth its fruit?” The man answered that it  
would require 70 years. Honi asked, “Are you so healthy a man  
that you expect to live that length  
of time and eat its fruit?” The  
man answered, “I found a  
fruitful world because my  
ancestors planted it for me.  
So, too, will I plant for my  
children.” (Babylonian  
Talmud, Ta’anit 23a)
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